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A home for homework
By Cheryl Stritzel McCarthy

Hi Dot, what’s for dinner?” 
called out one pre-teen 
boy, as 10 children and 

four moms poured through 
the doors of St. Paul Episcopal 
Church’s hall. Family Promise 
volunteer Dot Nichols and 
other parishioners were ready 
to serve a hot meal, help with 
homework, and offer overnight 
accommodations for a week 
to local families experiencing 
homelessness.

Volunteers make sure children 
have a warm and happy place 
conducive to homework while 
their parents work toward 
long-term housing. Families 
stay in the program about 
seven weeks, with 94% of them 
graduating into stable, long-
term housing.

 “Our church has four large round 
tables where we gather,” Dot says. 
“After dinner, there’s plenty of 
space. It’s important for children 
to have a table, comfortable chair, 
and good lighting, which they 
certainly wouldn’t have in the 
back of a van, or a tent.” Volunteers 
can help the youngsters, one on 
one if necessary. 

“It’s heartwarming to be 

appreciated by a child,” 
Dot says. “It’s powerful to 
see Christ in the faces of 
the people who come to 
us: the children, the moms, 
the dads. We have so much 
love. How wonderful to 
be able to share it, and be 
loved back. You can feel the 
gratitude.”

Dot is one of seven 
Family Promise volunteer 
coordinators at St. Paul’s. 
“We worked hard to get 
everybody on board 
throughout the parish. 
That’s paid off! That’s how 
we get 50 volunteers for a 
week, four times a year.”

A retired counselor at 
elementary schools and 
Western Washington 
University, Dot especially 

enjoys interacting with children. Her 
bright moments are many. One 10-year-
old boy came in “a loner,” but connected 
with a volunteer who encouraged him 
in his homework assignment of writing 
a comic-book story. “That boy was so 
proud of his book, and so happy with 
himself,” Dot says.

“It feels great when we turn out our Great 
Hall lights, and 14 of God’s children are 
warm, safe, and comfortable for another 
night.”

“

“That boy was so proud of 
his book, and so happy with 
himself.”

-Dot Nichols,  
Family Promise Volunteer, 
St. Paul Episcopal Church



JOYCE & JOHN PEDLOW:  
ONE FAMILY AT A TIME

Joyce and John Pedlow have been Interfaith donors 
for 10 years. Interfaith’s mission of bringing local faith 
communities together to serve neighbors in need is 
demonstrated most fully in Interfaith’s successful Family 
Promise of Whatcom County, Joyce says.

“Children who experience homelessness are affected 
in so many negative ways. We support Interfaith 
because of the hundreds of volunteers and IFC staff 
who come together to help families, one family at 
a time, have hope. It is heartwarming to hear these 
families’ courageous stories, and to see their genuine 
appreciation for the support Interfaith gives.

HOLLY & PETER TELFER:  
reaching out locally

Holly and Peter Telfer, donors since 2009, feel that with 
Interfaith, they can “make a difference in our own back 
yard.”

The Telfers learned about Interfaith when they joined 
friends at an Interfaith auction. “Their enthusiasm 
was contagious,” Holly says. “Interfaith is unique in 
our community by allowing local homeless families 
with children to stay together. Shelter, food, and 
financial counseling are provided, but the main effort is 
permanent housing. We feel proud and thankful to live in 
such a kind and generous community.”

BARBARA MATHERS-SCHMIDT & BOB SCHMIDT:  
Giving back is getting back

Barbara Mathers-Schmidt and her husband Bob 

Schmidt have been donating 
to Interfaith for 27 years. 
“Over the years, we became 
increasingly involved, 
responding to families 
experiencing homelessness—
contributing time and money, 
building relationships, and 
providing hope alongside 

others in Interfaith,” Barbara says.

“We know our dollars and volunteer efforts make a 
difference in the lives of families with children. In 
turn, the guests in Family Promise impact me, teaching 
invaluable lessons about generosity, grace, and gratitude.

“Repeatedly, I’ve witnessed the power of people acting 
together, ‘one-by-one-by-one,’ so all might have food for 
their families and a place to call home.”

Why We Donate: three donor families' stories

“ We know our dollars and 
volunteer efforts make a difference 
in the lives of families with 
children.”

-Barbara Mathers-Schmidt

Interfaith’s 628 local donors fund 97% of Interfaith’s annual budget 
of $700,000. Because Interfaith makes use of volunteers and 
other existing resources such as congregational buildings, the 
impact of your financial donation is tripled, with every donated 

dollar delivering $3 worth of value to local children and families 
most in need.
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The best way to eradicate poverty 
in America is to improve the lives 
of children, according to a report 
in a November issues of The 
Economist.

Interfaith empowers families in 
Whatcom County to get out of 
poverty and into housing, making a 
huge positive impact in the lives of 
local children most in need.

At Interfaith, your financial 
donation does the most good, 
for the most vulnerable families 
among us. Interfaith uses existing 
resources in our communities, 
including congregational buildings 
and volunteers, to triple the impact 
of your donation. 

Join us! Be part of the solution

At Interfaith, every dollar you donate delivers $3 worth of value to local families.
Donate today at:  www.interfaith-coalition.org/donate/online/  

or by sending in the enclosed envelope!


